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The Sovereign LORD Will Shepherd His Flock
I.  He will search for his lost sheep
II.   He will feed them in rich pasture 
 

11 ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.  12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.  13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land.  14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD.  16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.  23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd.  24 I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the LORD have spoken. 
 

So what do you think are the dirtiest jobs in the world?  Mike Rowe from cable television’s The Discovery Channel scours the world to find out.  He’s been a cattle rancher, salt miner, coal miner, monkey trainer, hippo keeper, wine cave digger, hoof trimmer, and my favorite, a salmon carcass counter.  Yuck!  I thought that after working in a restaurant for three years I’d seen enough grease and dirt, but it doesn’t hold a light to some of these occupations.  What about a shepherd?  I’d think that would have to be a dirty job.  Living outdoors, sleeping under the stars, delivering baby lambs, carrying injured sheep, you’d get pretty stinky in a hurry.  But that’s the kind of dedication a shepherd has.  He or she cares so much for every one of their sheep that they are willing to get dirty for those sheep.  That’s the attitude your Good Shepherd has.  He cares about you so much that he is willing to get down and dirty for you, even if it means dying for you, and that is what he did.  So it does not surprise us when we hear from the prophet Ezekiel that the Sovereign LORD will shepherd his flock.  He will search for his lost sheep.  And when he does he will feed them in rich pasture.  

 

I.  He will search for his lost sheep.

A mother and her young daughter go shopping at the mall.  The mother is looking for a new summer dress in a department store.  The little girl is having fun running between the racks of clothes peeking in and out.  But pretty soon she finds herself peeking out from under some clothes and mother is not in sight.  She is lost.  Her mother warned her not to go too far.  God’s children, the people of Israel were lost.  It’s not that they were inept at reading a map or couldn’t figure out their GPS.  They had wandered away from their parent.  It was their own fault.  The LORD God had nudged them with his Shepherd’s staff more than enough times, do not wander away!  But they did anyway.  Now they found themselves scattered among the nations of Assyria and Babylon, far away from home.  

 

Despite their disobedience, these sheep were still the LORD’s flock.  He made a promise to them to send a Savior through their nation.  He sent his prophet Ezekiel to shepherd his sheep, to remind his flock of this promise.  In a way, this job as shepherd was a dirty job.  He had the task of telling the people what they did not want to hear.  They deserved what they got, exile in Babylon.  As a result Ezekiel received rejection from his own countrymen, humiliation, was not the most popular man.  But when the people repented, his job was very rewarding.  He was then able to share with them the good news that the LORD had forgiven their sin for the sake of the promised Messiah who would provide payment for their forgiveness. 

 

You and I are no better than people of Israel.  Just like sheep tend to do, we wander away from our Shepherd.  As Isaiah says in chapter 53, “We all like sheep have gone astray.”  We sit in church and listen attentively to our Shepherd’s voice.  But we stray anyway.  The Good Shepherd nudges us with his shepherd’s staff, “Stay close!  Don’t wander off!”  But we do anyway.  We stop coming to Bible Class, then we stop receiving the Lord’s Supper, and then we stop coming to worship altogether.  It’s not the fault of the Shepherd.  It’s our own fault.  Number one, we heard the voice of our Shepherd, but didn’t obey it.  Or we are enticed by something in this world.  We pander to the thoughts of our own sinful nature.  We rationalize that the weekend is mine, my free time, and I’m going to do what I want to do.  Or we stop coming to worship because someone upset me at church, something was said, the pastor did something I didn’t like, or I don’t like the way the council runs the congregation.  So I’m going to shoe them by not coming.  Is that really showing them or is it harming your soul by staying away.  Or maybe someone is not in the fold because their conscience is burdened, they’ve done something so bad that they don’t feel they can be forgiven.  They feel uncomfortable here knowing what they’ve done, even if no one else knows.  And so these sheep are spiritually weak and injured sheep.  But the Sovereign LORD tells us that he is your Good Shepherd.  And when you wander he will seek you out.  He wants you back in this fold, so that he can heal you. 

 

How does he do that?  He sends his own shepherds to you; your pastor and your elder.  These men are entrusted with the spiritual care of the souls of this congregation.  It’s a serious responsibility.  When a sheep strays away from regular worship, receiving the Lord’s Supper and Bible Class, when a sheep is stuck in an unrepentant sin, it is my responsibility, it is the responsibility of the elder, to care for that soul, so that it is not lost forever.  Spiritual shepherding is serious business and it can be a dirty job.  Because sometimes we have to tell sheep things they don’t want to hear.  Namely, that they have sinned by neglecting the Word of God and his Sacraments.  We call those individuals, visit them in their homes, listen to them, and more importantly, share the voice of the Good Shepherd with them, and show them where they have erred.  

 

But the reward as a Shepherd is outstanding.  When repentance comes through the Word of God, then we are able to show them where Jesus was perfect in their place, how he as the Good Shepherd laid down his life in their place so that they would not have to suffer the consequences of their sins forever.  There is great job to be found when we welcome them back to the fold with open arms.  The reward is great when we are able to, as a shepherd, bind up the wounds of the broken consciences, rescue those burdened by guilt, heal the weak sheep, feed those who have starved themselves by excluding themselves from regular worship and Bible Study.  The Good Shepherd seeks you out when you wander through his shepherds. 

 

This is not a job for just the pastor and just the elder.  Yes, there are certain situations that only the pastor or elder should handle.  But it is your responsibility to care for souls.  Seek out those sheep of this congregation who have wandered, who have not been here for some time.  Yes, there are some whose jobs do not allow them to attend regularly.  There are others who have not attended because of health circumstances.  But there are those who have excluded themselves from worship.  It’s our responsibility to seek them out, listen before we make a judgment.  And, if needed, bring God’s law and show them where they have erred, and then, bring them the sweet gospel and bind up that broken conscience.  Care for souls.
 

I feel that I need to address an issue in this congregation.  A month ago when I announced that our sister Sherry Jensen was in the La Rue County Jail, many members of this congregation said they felt guilty for not calling, or writing a letter, or stopping by when they knew she was under great stress and in a difficult situation.  Was it our fault for not being more active? Perhaps…  Could we have prevented her from holding up a bank with a loaded gun?  I don’t know.  But the Good Shepherd has forgiven us for any negligence on our part.  And we can learn from this situation.  We all can be more active as we seek the lost sheep of this congregation.  Call them, stop by, write a letter, and most importantly, let them hear the Shepherd’s voice say to them, “I am the Good Shepherd. I lay down my life for my sheep.  I will bind up the broken hearted.  I will heal the sick.  I will bring them back.”  And now he says, “I will pasture them in good land.” 

 

II.   He will pasture them in good land 
The prophet Ezekiel talks about the day when the LORD will bring his sheep out from under that day of dark clouds.  August of 586 B.C., certainly a day of dark clouds in the history of Israel.  The Babylonian army came and literally leveled Jerusalem. They stripped the temple of its gold and ornate furnishings and then burned it to the ground.  Then, the majority of the people were deported, held in captivity, far away from home.  But the Good Shepherd sent his prophet Ezekiel to his people to promise them that they as a nation would be allowed to go home, as we read in vs13,14.  But there’s more to this promise.  It’s more than going home to the mountains of Israel.      

 
When the Shepherd talks about pasturing them in good grazing land, making them lie down in peace and safety, it sounds like the poetry of Psalm 23, he will lead me beside quiet waters and green pastures.  The Good Shepherd is talking about feasting on the Word of God and drinking from the cool waters of his refreshing Word.  That’s how he binds up the broken conscience, soothes the sorrows, and strengthens his people Israel.  He would let them graze on the rich pastures of his Word to reassure them that he still loved them.  He does that for us here at worship and Bible Class.  This is why it is important for the sheep of his flock at Faith in Radcliff, to gather around the Word and to receive the Lord’s Supper and to talk about Baptism.  These are the rich pastures that we need for our spiritual survival and growth.  

 

Some time ago some folks here noticed that sheep of this flock were being neglected with the Word of God.  Because of their jobs they were not able to attend regular worship.  So we decided to send them the sermons through e-mail or the mail.  We e-mail sermons to our troops who are serving overseas.  I receive e-mails from them saying, “Thanks Pastor.  I really enjoy getting these sermons.  I can read them in the barracks after rolling through the streets of Baghdad.  It’s a real source of strength for me.”  We’ve begun to visit those sheep of this flock who can’t get to church because of their jobs and bringing them the Lord’s Supper in their homes.  When the sheep are away from the life giving Word of the Good Shepherd, they yearn to be refreshed.  The Lord’s Supper is so important for you too.  That is why we offer it twice a month and on the festival days of church year.  It is in this Sacrament that we hear the Shepherd’s Voice telling us, “This is my body, this is my blood, offered and given for your forgiveness.  Eat and rink, feast on this rich pasture land.”  Come and let the Good Shepherd bind up your broken conscience, strengthen your weak faith, heal you when you are spiritually sick.  

 

This is why it is so important for us to be here in this fold to witness baptisms that held in our church.  Baptism is important not only for that baby or adult, but for us who witness that baptism. Last week we witnessed two baptisms and we will again next week.  As we see that adult or baby have their sins washed away by the Holy Spirit, we remember when we were baptized, when we were crucified with Christ, when we died to sin, when the Holy Spirit created in us a new life, a new individual who wants to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.  Baptism is also a daily practice for us, as we drown our sinful nature with its evil deeds and desires with repentance, and allow that new man to rise up and do God’s will happily.  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are such rich grazing lands for us.  There the Good Shepherd tends to our needs, restores our aching souls and strengthens us when we are weak. 

 

Mike Rowe from The Discovery Channel needs to discover this dirty job; the military.  Our men and women are down in the dirt literally, they put life on the line, they see things in battle that leave emotional scars, they sacrifice time away from families, they are always told what to do and where to go. 

 

Shepherding can be dirty job.  We’re dealing with spiritual warfare, emotional scars that take time to heal, a conscience bleeding with guilt needs to be stitched up, a stubborn will that needs to be hit over and over again with hammer of God’s law, a penitent soul whose hand needs to be held, a sad heart that needs to hear that Jesus is their Good Shepherd and still loves them.  Dear sheep, remember that Jesus is your good Shepherd, that he seeks you out when you stray, that he uses his shepherds, and sometimes even you to do that work.  Remember that Jesus is your good Shepherd who leads you to the bountiful pastures of his Word and Sacraments, which sustain you for eternity, where you will rest in rich pastureland of heaven, where the Lamb of God will be our Shepherd, Amen.  

 



